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EFA ACKNOWLEDGES THEIREFA ACKNOWLEDGES THEIREFA ACKNOWLEDGES THEIR
MAJESTIES AND ALLMAJESTIES AND ALLMAJESTIES AND ALL
STAKEHOLDERS FOR THESTAKEHOLDERS FOR THESTAKEHOLDERS FOR THE
SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OFSUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OFSUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF
THE SMVAF INGWENYAMATHE SMVAF INGWENYAMATHE SMVAF INGWENYAMA
CUP COMPETITIONCUP COMPETITIONCUP COMPETITION

EFA ACKNOWLEDGES THEIR
MAJESTIES AND ALL
STAKEHOLDERS FOR THE
SUCCESSFUL EXECUTION OF
THE SMVAF INGWENYAMA
CUP COMPETITION

The Eswatini Football Association (EFA)The Eswatini Football Association (EFA)The Eswatini Football Association (EFA)
hereby extends a distinct tribute andhereby extends a distinct tribute andhereby extends a distinct tribute and
momentous gratitude to His Majesty Themomentous gratitude to His Majesty Themomentous gratitude to His Majesty The
King Mswati III, Her Majesty TheKing Mswati III, Her Majesty TheKing Mswati III, Her Majesty The
Indlovukazi, together with the RoyalIndlovukazi, together with the RoyalIndlovukazi, together with the Royal
Household for gracing the Finals of theHousehold for gracing the Finals of theHousehold for gracing the Finals of the
Sincephetelo Motor Vehicle Accident FundSincephetelo Motor Vehicle Accident FundSincephetelo Motor Vehicle Accident Fund
(SMVAF) Ingwenyama Cup that were played(SMVAF) Ingwenyama Cup that were played(SMVAF) Ingwenyama Cup that were played
on Sunday, 10on Sunday, 10on Sunday, 10  May 2026 at the Somhlolo May 2026 at the Somhlolo May 2026 at the Somhlolo
National Stadium. By being the patron ofNational Stadium. By being the patron ofNational Stadium. By being the patron of
this prestigious competition that perfectlythis prestigious competition that perfectlythis prestigious competition that perfectly
mergers Eswatini culture and football, givemergers Eswatini culture and football, givemergers Eswatini culture and football, give
the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup the Royalthe SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup the Royalthe SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup the Royal
touch and exceptionality thus; making thetouch and exceptionality thus; making thetouch and exceptionality thus; making the
finals to be a national event. Thisfinals to be a national event. Thisfinals to be a national event. This
competition also affords the platform forcompetition also affords the platform forcompetition also affords the platform for
the country to promote its culture andthe country to promote its culture andthe country to promote its culture and
football to the global space of which itfootball to the global space of which itfootball to the global space of which it
strategically promotes the identity of thestrategically promotes the identity of thestrategically promotes the identity of the   
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The Eswatini Football Association (EFA)
hereby extends a distinct tribute and
momentous gratitude to His Majesty The
King Mswati III, Her Majesty The
Indlovukazi, together with the Royal
Household for gracing the Finals of the
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(SMVAF) Ingwenyama Cup that were played
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finals to be a national event. This
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football to the global space of which it
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country. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model ofcountry. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model ofcountry. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model of
the country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of thethe country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of thethe country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of the
country. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty andcountry. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty andcountry. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty and
the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.

country. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model of
the country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of the
country. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty and
the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.



Sigwaca House, Mbabane, EswatiniSigwaca House, Mbabane, EswatiniSigwaca House, Mbabane, EswatiniSigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
follow us on :follow us on :follow us on :follow us on :info@nfas.org.szinfo@nfas.org.szinfo@nfas.org.sz   info@nfas.org.sz 
www.nfas.org.szwww.nfas.org.szwww.nfas.org.sz      |||      +268 2404 6852+268 2404 6852+268 2404 6852www.nfas.org.sz  |  +268 2404 6852

(efa.eswatin)(efa.eswatin)(efa.eswatin)(efa.eswatin)
(eswatinifa)(eswatinifa)(eswatinifa)(eswatinifa)
(official_efa)(official_efa)(official_efa)(official_efa)

2222

Further appreciation goes to theFurther appreciation goes to theFurther appreciation goes to the
Head of Government of the KingdomHead of Government of the KingdomHead of Government of the Kingdom
of Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civilof Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civilof Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civil
Servants, Members of both Houses ofServants, Members of both Houses ofServants, Members of both Houses of
Parliament, the Sponsors-SMVAFParliament, the Sponsors-SMVAFParliament, the Sponsors-SMVAF
and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests,and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests,and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests,
Football fans, Football family,Football fans, Football family,Football fans, Football family,
Cultural groups, Media, and theCultural groups, Media, and theCultural groups, Media, and the
public for their exertions towardspublic for their exertions towardspublic for their exertions towards
the successful execution of thethe successful execution of thethe successful execution of the
SMVAF Ingwenyama CupSMVAF Ingwenyama CupSMVAF Ingwenyama Cup
Competition. They are also theCompetition. They are also theCompetition. They are also the
principal reason the wholeprincipal reason the wholeprincipal reason the whole
tournament was memorable.tournament was memorable.tournament was memorable.

Further appreciation goes to the
Head of Government of the Kingdom
of Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civil
Servants, Members of both Houses of
Parliament, the Sponsors-SMVAF
and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests,
Football fans, Football family,
Cultural groups, Media, and the
public for their exertions towards
the successful execution of the
SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup
Competition. They are also the
principal reason the whole
tournament was memorable.

The EFA would also like toThe EFA would also like toThe EFA would also like to
congratulate Nsingizini Hotspurscongratulate Nsingizini Hotspurscongratulate Nsingizini Hotspurs
F.C., Louis XIV F.C. and YoungF.C., Louis XIV F.C. and YoungF.C., Louis XIV F.C. and Young
Buffaloes FC for being crowned theBuffaloes FC for being crowned theBuffaloes FC for being crowned the
SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup GrandSMVAF Ingwenyama Cup GrandSMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Grand
Champions, Regional Champions,Champions, Regional Champions,Champions, Regional Champions,
and Women’s Championsand Women’s Championsand Women’s Champions
respectively. All three football clubsrespectively. All three football clubsrespectively. All three football clubs
were officially crowned championswere officially crowned championswere officially crowned champions
by His Majesty King Mswati IIIby His Majesty King Mswati IIIby His Majesty King Mswati III
having displayed impressive football.having displayed impressive football.having displayed impressive football.
Also; the congratulatory notes go toAlso; the congratulatory notes go toAlso; the congratulatory notes go to
the cultural category champions ofthe cultural category champions ofthe cultural category champions of
this competition, as they alsothis competition, as they alsothis competition, as they also
demonstrated exceptional art of thedemonstrated exceptional art of thedemonstrated exceptional art of the
Eswatini culture that showcased theEswatini culture that showcased theEswatini culture that showcased the
tradition and core-values of thetradition and core-values of thetradition and core-values of the
Eswatini nation to the local andEswatini nation to the local andEswatini nation to the local and
global platforms. The EFA alsoglobal platforms. The EFA alsoglobal platforms. The EFA also
recognize the efforts of everyrecognize the efforts of everyrecognize the efforts of every   

The EFA would also like to
congratulate Nsingizini Hotspurs
F.C., Louis XIV F.C. and Young
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respectively. All three football clubs
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by His Majesty King Mswati III
having displayed impressive football.
Also; the congratulatory notes go to
the cultural category champions of
this competition, as they also
demonstrated exceptional art of the
Eswatini culture that showcased the
tradition and core-values of the
Eswatini nation to the local and
global platforms. The EFA also
recognize the efforts of every 
participant of this competition for the sterling performance as theirparticipant of this competition for the sterling performance as theirparticipant of this competition for the sterling performance as their
competitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAFcompetitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAFcompetitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAF
Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.

participant of this competition for the sterling performance as their
competitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAF
Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.
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OF PRESIDENT PETEROF PRESIDENT PETEROF PRESIDENT PETER
‘SAMORA’ SIMELANE TO‘SAMORA’ SIMELANE TO‘SAMORA’ SIMELANE TO
COSAFA EXECUTIVECOSAFA EXECUTIVECOSAFA EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEECOMMITTEECOMMITTEE

EFA CELEBRATES ELECTION
OF PRESIDENT PETER
‘SAMORA’ SIMELANE TO
COSAFA EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

The Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national footballThe Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national footballThe Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national football
fraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peterfraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peterfraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peter
‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern
African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.

The Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national football
fraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peter
‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern
African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.

The landmark election took place on Sunday,The landmark election took place on Sunday,The landmark election took place on Sunday,
May 17, 2026, during the COSAFA ElectiveMay 17, 2026, during the COSAFA ElectiveMay 17, 2026, during the COSAFA Elective
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare,Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare,Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare,
Zimbabwe. The prestigious regional event wasZimbabwe. The prestigious regional event wasZimbabwe. The prestigious regional event was
notably graced by the President of thenotably graced by the President of thenotably graced by the President of the
Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr.Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr.Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr.
Patrice Motsepe.Patrice Motsepe.Patrice Motsepe.

The landmark election took place on Sunday,
May 17, 2026, during the COSAFA Elective
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare,
Zimbabwe. The prestigious regional event was
notably graced by the President of the
Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr.
Patrice Motsepe.

Mr. Simelane’s ascension to theMr. Simelane’s ascension to theMr. Simelane’s ascension to the
regional executive armregional executive armregional executive arm
highlights his growing influencehighlights his growing influencehighlights his growing influence
and the rising profile of footballand the rising profile of footballand the rising profile of football
governance in Eswatini. Thisgovernance in Eswatini. Thisgovernance in Eswatini. This
milestone follows a rigorousmilestone follows a rigorousmilestone follows a rigorous
process overseen by the COSAFAprocess overseen by the COSAFAprocess overseen by the COSAFA
Electoral Committee, whichElectoral Committee, whichElectoral Committee, which
confirmed the new leadershipconfirmed the new leadershipconfirmed the new leadership
structure in accordance withstructure in accordance withstructure in accordance with
international sporting statutes.international sporting statutes.international sporting statutes.

Mr. Simelane’s ascension to the
regional executive arm
highlights his growing influence
and the rising profile of football
governance in Eswatini. This
milestone follows a rigorous
process overseen by the COSAFA
Electoral Committee, which
confirmed the new leadership
structure in accordance with
international sporting statutes.

During the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana wasDuring the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana wasDuring the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana was
officially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongsideofficially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongsideofficially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongside
Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.

During the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana was
officially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongside
Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.
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Mr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive CommitteeMr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive CommitteeMr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive Committee
members entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football formembers entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football formembers entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football for
the 2026–2029 term, including:the 2026–2029 term, including:the 2026–2029 term, including:

Mr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive Committee
members entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football for
the 2026–2029 term, including:

Lijane Nthunya (Lesotho)Lijane Nthunya (Lesotho)Lijane Nthunya (Lesotho)
Nqobile Magwizi (Zimbabwe)Nqobile Magwizi (Zimbabwe)Nqobile Magwizi (Zimbabwe)
Robert Shimooshili (Namibia)Robert Shimooshili (Namibia)Robert Shimooshili (Namibia)
Brenda Kunda (Zambia — ReservedBrenda Kunda (Zambia — ReservedBrenda Kunda (Zambia — Reserved
Women’s Seat)Women’s Seat)Women’s Seat)

Lijane Nthunya (Lesotho)
Nqobile Magwizi (Zimbabwe)
Robert Shimooshili (Namibia)
Brenda Kunda (Zambia — Reserved
Women’s Seat)

The EFA notes that this regionalThe EFA notes that this regionalThe EFA notes that this regional
appointment beautifullyappointment beautifullyappointment beautifully
complements Mr. Simelane’scomplements Mr. Simelane’scomplements Mr. Simelane’s
existing internationalexisting internationalexisting international
responsibilities, including hisresponsibilities, including hisresponsibilities, including his
current seat on the FIFA Membercurrent seat on the FIFA Membercurrent seat on the FIFA Member
Associations Committee. TheAssociations Committee. TheAssociations Committee. The
executive board, technical staff, andexecutive board, technical staff, andexecutive board, technical staff, and
sports stakeholders across Eswatinisports stakeholders across Eswatinisports stakeholders across Eswatini
express supreme confidence that hisexpress supreme confidence that hisexpress supreme confidence that his
leadership will significantly advanceleadership will significantly advanceleadership will significantly advance
the beautiful game both at home andthe beautiful game both at home andthe beautiful game both at home and
across the broader COSAFA zone.across the broader COSAFA zone.across the broader COSAFA zone.

The EFA notes that this regional
appointment beautifully
complements Mr. Simelane’s
existing international
responsibilities, including his
current seat on the FIFA Member
Associations Committee. The
executive board, technical staff, and
sports stakeholders across Eswatini
express supreme confidence that his
leadership will significantly advance
the beautiful game both at home and
across the broader COSAFA zone.



Sigwaca House, Mbabane, EswatiniSigwaca House, Mbabane, EswatiniSigwaca House, Mbabane, EswatiniSigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
follow us on :follow us on :follow us on :follow us on :info@nfas.org.szinfo@nfas.org.szinfo@nfas.org.sz   info@nfas.org.sz 
www.nfas.org.szwww.nfas.org.szwww.nfas.org.sz      |||      +268 2404 6852+268 2404 6852+268 2404 6852www.nfas.org.sz  |  +268 2404 6852

(efa.eswatin)(efa.eswatin)(efa.eswatin)(efa.eswatin)
(eswatinifa)(eswatinifa)(eswatinifa)(eswatinifa)
(official_efa)(official_efa)(official_efa)(official_efa)

5555

CAF EFA U15 AFRICANCAF EFA U15 AFRICANCAF EFA U15 AFRICAN
SCHOOLS NATIONALSCHOOLS NATIONALSCHOOLS NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPSCHAMPIONSHIPSCHAMPIONSHIPS

CAF EFA U15 AFRICAN
SCHOOLS NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The future of EswatiniThe future of EswatiniThe future of Eswatini
football continues to shinefootball continues to shinefootball continues to shine
brightly as the ongoing CAFbrightly as the ongoing CAFbrightly as the ongoing CAF
EFA Under-15 African SchoolsEFA Under-15 African SchoolsEFA Under-15 African Schools
Championships provide aChampionships provide aChampionships provide a
powerful platform for youngpowerful platform for youngpowerful platform for young
football talent to showcasefootball talent to showcasefootball talent to showcase
their abilities and competetheir abilities and competetheir abilities and compete
for national recognition.for national recognition.for national recognition.

The future of Eswatini
football continues to shine
brightly as the ongoing CAF
EFA Under-15 African Schools
Championships provide a
powerful platform for young
football talent to showcase
their abilities and compete
for national recognition.

The exciting youthThe exciting youthThe exciting youth
tournament, which featurestournament, which featurestournament, which features
both boys’ and girls’both boys’ and girls’both boys’ and girls’
competitions, has broughtcompetitions, has broughtcompetitions, has brought
together some of thetogether some of thetogether some of the
country’s most promisingcountry’s most promisingcountry’s most promising
young footballers fromyoung footballers fromyoung footballers from
various schools, all competingvarious schools, all competingvarious schools, all competing
with the dream ofwith the dream ofwith the dream of
representing Eswatini on therepresenting Eswatini on therepresenting Eswatini on the   

The exciting youth
tournament, which features
both boys’ and girls’
competitions, has brought
together some of the
country’s most promising
young footballers from
various schools, all competing
with the dream of
representing Eswatini on the 
continental stage. A total of 10 schools are participating in the boys’ category,continental stage. A total of 10 schools are participating in the boys’ category,continental stage. A total of 10 schools are participating in the boys’ category,
while 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrantwhile 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrantwhile 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrant
and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.

continental stage. A total of 10 schools are participating in the boys’ category,
while 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrant
and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.

Hosted everyHosted everyHosted every
Wednesday andWednesday andWednesday and
Friday, theFriday, theFriday, the
championshipschampionshipschampionships
continue tocontinue tocontinue to
attract attentionattract attentionattract attention
as young playersas young playersas young players
displaydisplaydisplay
impressive skill,impressive skill,impressive skill,
determination,determination,determination,   

Hosted every
Wednesday and
Friday, the
championships
continue to
attract attention
as young players
display
impressive skill,
determination, 

and passion for the game. Beyond theand passion for the game. Beyond theand passion for the game. Beyond the
competition itself, the tournament serves acompetition itself, the tournament serves acompetition itself, the tournament serves a
much greater purpose in Eswatini footballmuch greater purpose in Eswatini footballmuch greater purpose in Eswatini football   

and passion for the game. Beyond the
competition itself, the tournament serves a
much greater purpose in Eswatini football 

development, as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-development, as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-development, as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-
15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African
Schools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As theSchools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As theSchools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As the
tournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with playerstournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with playerstournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with players
eager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead ofeager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead ofeager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead of
the continental championships later this year.the continental championships later this year.the continental championships later this year.

development, as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-
15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African
Schools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As the
tournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with players
eager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead of
the continental championships later this year.
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FIFA EFA GIRLS FOOTBALLFIFA EFA GIRLS FOOTBALLFIFA EFA GIRLS FOOTBALL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMEDEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMEDEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
CONTINUES TO EMPOWER THECONTINUES TO EMPOWER THECONTINUES TO EMPOWER THE
GIRL CHILDGIRL CHILDGIRL CHILD

FIFA EFA GIRLS FOOTBALL
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
CONTINUES TO EMPOWER THE
GIRL CHILD
The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vitalThe FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vitalThe FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital
role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitiverole in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitiverole in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive
platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, andplatforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, andplatforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and
progress into higher levels of the game.progress into higher levels of the game.progress into higher levels of the game.

The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital
role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive
platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and
progress into higher levels of the game.

The FIFA EFA Schools Girls DevelopmentThe FIFA EFA Schools Girls DevelopmentThe FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development
Programme continues to play a vital role inProgramme continues to play a vital role inProgramme continues to play a vital role in
the growth of women’s football in Eswatinithe growth of women’s football in Eswatinithe growth of women’s football in Eswatini
by creating competitive platforms forby creating competitive platforms forby creating competitive platforms for
young female players to develop, showcaseyoung female players to develop, showcaseyoung female players to develop, showcase
their talent, and progress into highertheir talent, and progress into highertheir talent, and progress into higher
levels of the game.levels of the game.levels of the game.

The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development
Programme continues to play a vital role in
the growth of women’s football in Eswatini
by creating competitive platforms for
young female players to develop, showcase
their talent, and progress into higher
levels of the game.

The Under 19 programme in good collaboration between FIFA,EFA and PCThe Under 19 programme in good collaboration between FIFA,EFA and PCThe Under 19 programme in good collaboration between FIFA,EFA and PC
Systems currently features 12 high schools, with matches taking place everySystems currently features 12 high schools, with matches taking place everySystems currently features 12 high schools, with matches taking place every
Wednesday and Friday. This development programmeWednesday and Friday. This development programmeWednesday and Friday. This development programme      serves as an importantserves as an importantserves as an important
feeder platform for the national Under-20 women’s team, helping identify andfeeder platform for the national Under-20 women’s team, helping identify andfeeder platform for the national Under-20 women’s team, helping identify and
nurture some of the country’s brightest young girl’s football talents. Beyondnurture some of the country’s brightest young girl’s football talents. Beyondnurture some of the country’s brightest young girl’s football talents. Beyond
national team development, the programme has also become a key scoutingnational team development, the programme has also become a key scoutingnational team development, the programme has also become a key scouting
ground for clubs competing in the Eswatini Women Football League. Since itsground for clubs competing in the Eswatini Women Football League. Since itsground for clubs competing in the Eswatini Women Football League. Since its
launch, a growing number of talented girl players have been identified andlaunch, a growing number of talented girl players have been identified andlaunch, a growing number of talented girl players have been identified and
recruited by women’s league teams, highlighting the programme’s increasingrecruited by women’s league teams, highlighting the programme’s increasingrecruited by women’s league teams, highlighting the programme’s increasing
impact in opening doors and creating opportunities for young girls in football.impact in opening doors and creating opportunities for young girls in football.impact in opening doors and creating opportunities for young girls in football.

The Under 19 programme in good collaboration between FIFA,EFA and PC
Systems currently features 12 high schools, with matches taking place every
Wednesday and Friday. This development programme  serves as an important
feeder platform for the national Under-20 women’s team, helping identify and
nurture some of the country’s brightest young girl’s football talents. Beyond
national team development, the programme has also become a key scouting
ground for clubs competing in the Eswatini Women Football League. Since its
launch, a growing number of talented girl players have been identified and
recruited by women’s league teams, highlighting the programme’s increasing
impact in opening doors and creating opportunities for young girls in football.

At grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing inAt grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing inAt grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing in
the Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure tothe Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure tothe Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure to
organized football competition while helping prepare future generations fororganized football competition while helping prepare future generations fororganized football competition while helping prepare future generations for
junior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talentjunior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talentjunior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talent
identification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girlsidentification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girlsidentification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girls
Development Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’sDevelopment Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’sDevelopment Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’s
football in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion forfootball in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion forfootball in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion for
the sport.the sport.the sport.

At grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing in
the Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure to
organized football competition while helping prepare future generations for
junior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talent
identification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girls
Development Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’s
football in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion for
the sport.
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EFA INTERMEDIATEEFA INTERMEDIATEEFA INTERMEDIATE
COACHING COURSECOACHING COURSECOACHING COURSE
EFA INTERMEDIATE
COACHING COURSE
The Eswatini FootballThe Eswatini FootballThe Eswatini Football
Association’s commitment toAssociation’s commitment toAssociation’s commitment to
developing football from thedeveloping football from thedeveloping football from the
ground up continues to gatherground up continues to gatherground up continues to gather
momentum, following themomentum, following themomentum, following the
successful conclusion of the EFAsuccessful conclusion of the EFAsuccessful conclusion of the EFA
Intermediate Coaching Course, aIntermediate Coaching Course, aIntermediate Coaching Course, a
key initiative aimed atkey initiative aimed atkey initiative aimed at
strengthening the quality ofstrengthening the quality ofstrengthening the quality of
coaching within the country. Thecoaching within the country. Thecoaching within the country. The
course officially came to an endcourse officially came to an endcourse officially came to an end
on the 10th of May, withon the 10th of May, withon the 10th of May, with
participants sitting for their finalparticipants sitting for their finalparticipants sitting for their final
examinations after undergoing anexaminations after undergoing anexaminations after undergoing an
intensive two-month learningintensive two-month learningintensive two-month learning
programme designed to sharpenprogramme designed to sharpenprogramme designed to sharpen
both their technicalboth their technicalboth their technical
understanding and practicalunderstanding and practicalunderstanding and practical
coaching abilities.coaching abilities.coaching abilities.

The Eswatini Football
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ground up continues to gather
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on the 10th of May, with
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examinations after undergoing an
intensive two-month learning
programme designed to sharpen
both their technical
understanding and practical
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Led by EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta alongside EFA InstructorLed by EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta alongside EFA InstructorLed by EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta alongside EFA Instructor
Vusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring andVusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring andVusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring and
developing coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by onedeveloping coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by onedeveloping coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by one
goal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparinggoal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparinggoal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparing
themselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of twothemselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of twothemselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of two
months, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday onlinemonths, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday onlinemonths, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday online
learning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating anlearning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating anlearning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating an
environment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to theenvironment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to theenvironment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to the
instructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude andinstructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude andinstructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude and
cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.

Led by EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta alongside EFA Instructor
Vusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring and
developing coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by one
goal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparing
themselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of two
months, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday online
learning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating an
environment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to the
instructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude and
cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.
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Speaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted theSpeaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted theSpeaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted the
dedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participationdedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participationdedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participation
levels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theorylevels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theorylevels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theory
classes or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagernessclasses or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagernessclasses or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagerness
to learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of theto learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of theto learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of the
programme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course asprogramme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course asprogramme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course as
productive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of theproductive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of theproductive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of the
programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and,programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and,programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and,
more importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within theirmore importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within theirmore importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within their
respective football environments. While the instructors are confident thatrespective football environments. While the instructors are confident thatrespective football environments. While the instructors are confident that
valuable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessmentvaluable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessmentvaluable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessment
scripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed andscripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed andscripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed and
understood by the coaches.understood by the coaches.understood by the coaches.

Speaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted the
dedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participation
levels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theory
classes or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagerness
to learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of the
programme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course as
productive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of the
programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and,
more importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within their
respective football environments. While the instructors are confident that
valuable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessment
scripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed and
understood by the coaches.

Meanwhile, anticipationMeanwhile, anticipationMeanwhile, anticipation
continues to build around thecontinues to build around thecontinues to build around the
long-awaited return of thelong-awaited return of thelong-awaited return of the
prestigious CAF Licenceprestigious CAF Licenceprestigious CAF Licence
Coaching Courses, which theCoaching Courses, which theCoaching Courses, which the
EFA has revealed are graduallyEFA has revealed are graduallyEFA has revealed are gradually
being prepared for a comebackbeing prepared for a comebackbeing prepared for a comeback
after a lengthy absence. Theafter a lengthy absence. Theafter a lengthy absence. The
return of CAF-accreditedreturn of CAF-accreditedreturn of CAF-accredited
coaching programmes iscoaching programmes iscoaching programmes is
expected to mark anotherexpected to mark anotherexpected to mark another
major milestone for footballmajor milestone for footballmajor milestone for football
development in Eswatini,development in Eswatini,development in Eswatini,   
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opening doors for local coaches to obtain internationally recognizedopening doors for local coaches to obtain internationally recognizedopening doors for local coaches to obtain internationally recognized
qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.
opening doors for local coaches to obtain internationally recognized
qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.
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EFA BASIC COACHINGEFA BASIC COACHINGEFA BASIC COACHING
COURSECOURSECOURSE   
EFA BASIC COACHING
COURSE 
The Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, throughThe Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, throughThe Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, through
education and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gainededucation and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gainededucation and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gained
momentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coachingmomentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coachingmomentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coaching
Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.

The Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, through
education and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gained
momentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coaching
Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.

The course, which commenced on theThe course, which commenced on theThe course, which commenced on the
1st of March 2026, was designed to1st of March 2026, was designed to1st of March 2026, was designed to
equip aspiring coaches withequip aspiring coaches withequip aspiring coaches with
foundational football coachingfoundational football coachingfoundational football coaching
knowledge and practical skills, whileknowledge and practical skills, whileknowledge and practical skills, while
also creating opportunities for morealso creating opportunities for morealso creating opportunities for more
emaSwati to become actively involvedemaSwati to become actively involvedemaSwati to become actively involved
in football development. Over ain football development. Over ain football development. Over a
demanding two-month period,demanding two-month period,demanding two-month period,
participants underwent structuredparticipants underwent structuredparticipants underwent structured
learning sessions that combinedlearning sessions that combinedlearning sessions that combined
weekday online theory classes withweekday online theory classes withweekday online theory classes with
practicals training sessions andpracticals training sessions andpracticals training sessions and
classes on weekends, which ensured aclasses on weekends, which ensured aclasses on weekends, which ensured a
balanced and comprehensive coachingbalanced and comprehensive coachingbalanced and comprehensive coaching
education experience. Much like theeducation experience. Much like theeducation experience. Much like the
recently concluded Intermediaterecently concluded Intermediaterecently concluded Intermediate
Coaching Course, the Basic CoachingCoaching Course, the Basic CoachingCoaching Course, the Basic Coaching
programme focused on bothprogramme focused on bothprogramme focused on both
theoretical understanding andtheoretical understanding andtheoretical understanding and
practical application, helpingpractical application, helpingpractical application, helping
participants develop confidence inparticipants develop confidence inparticipants develop confidence in
handling players, planning traininghandling players, planning traininghandling players, planning training
sessions, and understanding thesessions, and understanding thesessions, and understanding the
modern demands of football coaching.modern demands of football coaching.modern demands of football coaching.

The course, which commenced on the
1st of March 2026, was designed to
equip aspiring coaches with
foundational football coaching
knowledge and practical skills, while
also creating opportunities for more
emaSwati to become actively involved
in football development. Over a
demanding two-month period,
participants underwent structured
learning sessions that combined
weekday online theory classes with
practicals training sessions and
classes on weekends, which ensured a
balanced and comprehensive coaching
education experience. Much like the
recently concluded Intermediate
Coaching Course, the Basic Coaching
programme focused on both
theoretical understanding and
practical application, helping
participants develop confidence in
handling players, planning training
sessions, and understanding the
modern demands of football coaching.
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The final stages of the course testedThe final stages of the course testedThe final stages of the course tested
the coaches across different areas ofthe coaches across different areas ofthe coaches across different areas of
learning. The examination processlearning. The examination processlearning. The examination process
began on the 16th of May with oralbegan on the 16th of May with oralbegan on the 16th of May with oral
assessments involving all 48assessments involving all 48assessments involving all 48
participating coaches, allowingparticipating coaches, allowingparticipating coaches, allowing
instructors to evaluate theirinstructors to evaluate theirinstructors to evaluate their
communication, footballcommunication, footballcommunication, football
understanding, and coachingunderstanding, and coachingunderstanding, and coaching
awareness. This was followed byawareness. This was followed byawareness. This was followed by
practical examinations on the 23rdpractical examinations on the 23rdpractical examinations on the 23rd
of May, where participants wereof May, where participants wereof May, where participants were
assessed on their ability to conductassessed on their ability to conductassessed on their ability to conduct
and manage training sessions on theand manage training sessions on theand manage training sessions on the
field. The programme officiallyfield. The programme officiallyfield. The programme officially
concluded on the 24th of May withconcluded on the 24th of May withconcluded on the 24th of May with
the final theory examination,the final theory examination,the final theory examination,
marking the end of an intensive butmarking the end of an intensive butmarking the end of an intensive but   
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communication, football
understanding, and coaching
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concluded on the 24th of May with
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marking the end of an intensive but 

rewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of therewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of therewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of the
course, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and Jamescourse, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and Jamescourse, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and James
Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process.Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process.Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process.
Speaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressedSpeaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressedSpeaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressed
gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication,gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication,gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication,
highlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite thehighlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite thehighlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite the
demanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expresseddemanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expresseddemanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expressed
optimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that theoptimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that theoptimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that the
quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.

rewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of the
course, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and James
Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process.
Speaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressed
gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication,
highlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite the
demanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expressed
optimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that the
quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.

Instructor Musa Mamba alsoInstructor Musa Mamba alsoInstructor Musa Mamba also
commended the aspiring coachescommended the aspiring coachescommended the aspiring coaches
for their discipline, commitment,for their discipline, commitment,for their discipline, commitment,
and cooperation throughout theand cooperation throughout theand cooperation throughout the
entire programme. He praised theentire programme. He praised theentire programme. He praised the
participants for maintaining strongparticipants for maintaining strongparticipants for maintaining strong
attendance and positive attitudesattendance and positive attitudesattendance and positive attitudes
from the very first day until thefrom the very first day until thefrom the very first day until the
final examination, emphasizing thatfinal examination, emphasizing thatfinal examination, emphasizing that
such dedication is essential for thesuch dedication is essential for thesuch dedication is essential for the
continued growth of footballcontinued growth of footballcontinued growth of football
coaching in Eswatini.coaching in Eswatini.coaching in Eswatini.

Instructor Musa Mamba also
commended the aspiring coaches
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and cooperation throughout the
entire programme. He praised the
participants for maintaining strong
attendance and positive attitudes
from the very first day until the
final examination, emphasizing that
such dedication is essential for the
continued growth of football
coaching in Eswatini.

Football enthusiasts and aspiringFootball enthusiasts and aspiringFootball enthusiasts and aspiring
coaches are encouraged to staycoaches are encouraged to staycoaches are encouraged to stay
informed through official EFAinformed through official EFAinformed through official EFA
communication platforms, ascommunication platforms, ascommunication platforms, as
announcements regarding the nextannouncements regarding the nextannouncements regarding the next
intake for both the EFA Basic andintake for both the EFA Basic andintake for both the EFA Basic and
Intermediate Coaching Courses will beIntermediate Coaching Courses will beIntermediate Coaching Courses will be
made soon. The programmes remainmade soon. The programmes remainmade soon. The programmes remain
open to all individuals passionate andopen to all individuals passionate andopen to all individuals passionate and
interested ininterested ininterested in      football coaching.football coaching.football coaching.
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open to all individuals passionate and
interested in  football coaching.
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WEEK 1 REVIEWWEEK 1 REVIEWWEEK 1 REVIEW

After successfully advancing from Group D in the African Zone on May 5, 2026,After successfully advancing from Group D in the African Zone on May 5, 2026,After successfully advancing from Group D in the African Zone on May 5, 2026,
the Eswatini national team faced Morocco the following day. During the groupthe Eswatini national team faced Morocco the following day. During the groupthe Eswatini national team faced Morocco the following day. During the group
stages, Eswatini recorded one win, two draws, and one loss, finishing fourth instages, Eswatini recorded one win, two draws, and one loss, finishing fourth instages, Eswatini recorded one win, two draws, and one loss, finishing fourth in
their group with 5 points. Their results included:their group with 5 points. Their results included:their group with 5 points. Their results included:

Draws: 1-1 against Zimbabwe and 0-0 against Ghana.Draws: 1-1 against Zimbabwe and 0-0 against Ghana.Draws: 1-1 against Zimbabwe and 0-0 against Ghana.
Win: 2-1 against Madagascar.Win: 2-1 against Madagascar.Win: 2-1 against Madagascar.
Loss: A heavy 7-1 defeat to Tunisia.Loss: A heavy 7-1 defeat to Tunisia.Loss: A heavy 7-1 defeat to Tunisia.

In the subsequent knockout round, Eswatini fell to Morocco with a 5-0 aggregateIn the subsequent knockout round, Eswatini fell to Morocco with a 5-0 aggregateIn the subsequent knockout round, Eswatini fell to Morocco with a 5-0 aggregate
score, losing 2-0 in the “home” leg and 3-0 “away.” These results left Eswatiniscore, losing 2-0 in the “home” leg and 3-0 “away.” These results left Eswatiniscore, losing 2-0 in the “home” leg and 3-0 “away.” These results left Eswatini
with a total of 110 consistency points, placing them 13th in the continentalwith a total of 110 consistency points, placing them 13th in the continentalwith a total of 110 consistency points, placing them 13th in the continental
rankings.rankings.rankings.

WEEK 2:WEEK 2:WEEK 2:   

Eswatini must significantly improve their performance in the second week ofEswatini must significantly improve their performance in the second week ofEswatini must significantly improve their performance in the second week of
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WEEK 1 REVIEW
After successfully advancing from Group D in the African Zone on May 5, 2026,
the Eswatini national team faced Morocco the following day. During the group
stages, Eswatini recorded one win, two draws, and one loss, finishing fourth in
their group with 5 points. Their results included:

Draws: 1-1 against Zimbabwe and 0-0 against Ghana.
Win: 2-1 against Madagascar.
Loss: A heavy 7-1 defeat to Tunisia.

In the subsequent knockout round, Eswatini fell to Morocco with a 5-0 aggregate
score, losing 2-0 in the “home” leg and 3-0 “away.” These results left Eswatini
with a total of 110 consistency points, placing them 13th in the continental
rankings.

WEEK 2: 
Eswatini must significantly improve their performance in the second week of
competition (scheduled for 8 June 2026) to climb the rankings. The format will
remain the same as Week 1, with more consistency points at stake.

WEEK 3: 
This will be the final week of qualifiers. The group stage format will return, with
the top two nations from each group advancing to the quarterfinals. The three
best-performing teams from this week will join the five already qualified via the
Consistency Ranking to complete the field for the Continental Championship.
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The ongoing FIFAe Nations League is gaining momentum following the
conclusion of Week 1 matches. “Consistency points” are currently the focus, as
they are vital for securing automatic qualification to the Continental
Championship. The top five national teams based on aggregate consistency
rankings,along with the top three performers from Week 1 to Week 3,will qualify
for the championship.
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Mr. Gcina Ndwandwe of UbomboMr. Gcina Ndwandwe of UbomboMr. Gcina Ndwandwe of Ubombo
Sugar FC has emerged as one of theSugar FC has emerged as one of theSugar FC has emerged as one of the
two winners from the COSAFA regiontwo winners from the COSAFA regiontwo winners from the COSAFA region
in the prestigious FIFA Clubin the prestigious FIFA Clubin the prestigious FIFA Club
Professionalisation and ManagementProfessionalisation and ManagementProfessionalisation and Management
Programme.Programme.Programme.
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Professionalisation and Management
Programme.
Following an intensive programmeFollowing an intensive programmeFollowing an intensive programme
that featured both online and onsitethat featured both online and onsitethat featured both online and onsite
sessions held in February 2026 atsessions held in February 2026 atsessions held in February 2026 at
Sibane Sami Hotel, participants fromSibane Sami Hotel, participants fromSibane Sami Hotel, participants from
clubs under the Premier League ofclubs under the Premier League ofclubs under the Premier League of
Eswatini and the Women’s FootballEswatini and the Women’s FootballEswatini and the Women’s Football
League were tasked with developingLeague were tasked with developingLeague were tasked with developing
comprehensive strategic plans forcomprehensive strategic plans forcomprehensive strategic plans for
their respective clubs.their respective clubs.their respective clubs.
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sessions held in February 2026 at
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clubs under the Premier League of
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League were tasked with developing
comprehensive strategic plans for
their respective clubs.

FIFA announced that theFIFA announced that theFIFA announced that the
two best strategic planstwo best strategic planstwo best strategic plans
from the COSAFA regionfrom the COSAFA regionfrom the COSAFA region
would earn their authorswould earn their authorswould earn their authors
an all-expenses-paid tripan all-expenses-paid tripan all-expenses-paid trip
to the FIFA World Cupto the FIFA World Cupto the FIFA World Cup
2026. Mr. Ndwandwe’s2026. Mr. Ndwandwe’s2026. Mr. Ndwandwe’s
outstanding strategicoutstanding strategicoutstanding strategic
plan for Ubombo Sugarplan for Ubombo Sugarplan for Ubombo Sugar
FC secured him thisFC secured him thisFC secured him this
prestigious opportunity.prestigious opportunity.prestigious opportunity.
The other winner is fromThe other winner is fromThe other winner is from
Namibia. Present duringNamibia. Present duringNamibia. Present during
the presentation of thethe presentation of thethe presentation of the

FIFA announced that the
two best strategic plans
from the COSAFA region
would earn their authors
an all-expenses-paid trip
to the FIFA World Cup
2026. Mr. Ndwandwe’s
outstanding strategic
plan for Ubombo Sugar
FC secured him this
prestigious opportunity.
The other winner is from
Namibia. Present during
the presentation of the

award were Eswatini Football Association President Peter Simelane, Premieraward were Eswatini Football Association President Peter Simelane, Premieraward were Eswatini Football Association President Peter Simelane, Premier
League of Eswatini Chairperson Polycarp Dlamini, and EFA General SecretaryLeague of Eswatini Chairperson Polycarp Dlamini, and EFA General SecretaryLeague of Eswatini Chairperson Polycarp Dlamini, and EFA General Secretary
Frederick Mngomezulu, among other football administrators.Frederick Mngomezulu, among other football administrators.Frederick Mngomezulu, among other football administrators.
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EFA President Peter SimelaneEFA President Peter SimelaneEFA President Peter Simelane
congratulated the winner and hiscongratulated the winner and hiscongratulated the winner and his
club, describing the achievement asclub, describing the achievement asclub, describing the achievement as
a sign of Eswatini’s progress ina sign of Eswatini’s progress ina sign of Eswatini’s progress in
football administration. He alsofootball administration. He alsofootball administration. He also
assured the EFA’s support inassured the EFA’s support inassured the EFA’s support in
facilitating the necessaryfacilitating the necessaryfacilitating the necessary
documentation for the trip.documentation for the trip.documentation for the trip.
“The EFA congratulates Mr. Gcina“The EFA congratulates Mr. Gcina“The EFA congratulates Mr. Gcina
Ndwandwe for this milestone, whichNdwandwe for this milestone, whichNdwandwe for this milestone, which
is an indication that Eswatini isis an indication that Eswatini isis an indication that Eswatini is
making strides in footballmaking strides in footballmaking strides in football
administration,” said Simelane.administration,” said Simelane.administration,” said Simelane.

EFA President Peter Simelane
congratulated the winner and his
club, describing the achievement as
a sign of Eswatini’s progress in
football administration. He also
assured the EFA’s support in
facilitating the necessary
documentation for the trip.
“The EFA congratulates Mr. Gcina
Ndwandwe for this milestone, which
is an indication that Eswatini is
making strides in football
administration,” said Simelane.

PLE Chairperson Polycarp DlaminiPLE Chairperson Polycarp DlaminiPLE Chairperson Polycarp Dlamini
thanked FIFA and the EFA for thethanked FIFA and the EFA for thethanked FIFA and the EFA for the
initiative and applauded Ubombo Sugarinitiative and applauded Ubombo Sugarinitiative and applauded Ubombo Sugar
FC in as far as Ndwandwe’s achievementFC in as far as Ndwandwe’s achievementFC in as far as Ndwandwe’s achievement
is concerned.is concerned.is concerned.
“As PLE, we are very proud of your“As PLE, we are very proud of your“As PLE, we are very proud of your
achievement, which also enhances theachievement, which also enhances theachievement, which also enhances the
PLE brand. This is a majorPLE brand. This is a majorPLE brand. This is a major
accomplishment because you will notaccomplishment because you will notaccomplishment because you will not
only attend the FIFA World Cup Finalsonly attend the FIFA World Cup Finalsonly attend the FIFA World Cup Finals
2026 on a personal capacity, but you will2026 on a personal capacity, but you will2026 on a personal capacity, but you will
also serve as an ambassador for localalso serve as an ambassador for localalso serve as an ambassador for local
football and the country at large,” he said.football and the country at large,” he said.football and the country at large,” he said.
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FC in as far as Ndwandwe’s achievement
is concerned.
“As PLE, we are very proud of your
achievement, which also enhances the
PLE brand. This is a major
accomplishment because you will not
only attend the FIFA World Cup Finals
2026 on a personal capacity, but you will
also serve as an ambassador for local
football and the country at large,” he said.

Mr. Ndwandwe expressed gratitude to FIFA, the EFA, and the PLE for theMr. Ndwandwe expressed gratitude to FIFA, the EFA, and the PLE for theMr. Ndwandwe expressed gratitude to FIFA, the EFA, and the PLE for the
opportunity and pledged to share the knowledge gained with other local footballopportunity and pledged to share the knowledge gained with other local footballopportunity and pledged to share the knowledge gained with other local football
clubs. “I humbly extend my sincere gratitude to FIFA, EFA, and PLE for this lifetimeclubs. “I humbly extend my sincere gratitude to FIFA, EFA, and PLE for this lifetimeclubs. “I humbly extend my sincere gratitude to FIFA, EFA, and PLE for this lifetime
opportunity and the valuable knowledge shared during the programme. At Ubomboopportunity and the valuable knowledge shared during the programme. At Ubomboopportunity and the valuable knowledge shared during the programme. At Ubombo
Sugar F.C., we believe in teamwork; therefore, we are more than willing to shareSugar F.C., we believe in teamwork; therefore, we are more than willing to shareSugar F.C., we believe in teamwork; therefore, we are more than willing to share
our knowledge with other football clubs, particularly in the development ofour knowledge with other football clubs, particularly in the development ofour knowledge with other football clubs, particularly in the development of
strategic plans and other areas. I developed a comprehensive 48-page strategicstrategic plans and other areas. I developed a comprehensive 48-page strategicstrategic plans and other areas. I developed a comprehensive 48-page strategic
plan that will be implemented by the club. As a disciplined and professionalplan that will be implemented by the club. As a disciplined and professionalplan that will be implemented by the club. As a disciplined and professional
individual, I promise to represent the country very well,” said Ndwandwe.individual, I promise to represent the country very well,” said Ndwandwe.individual, I promise to represent the country very well,” said Ndwandwe.
FIFA will communicate further logistics regarding the trip to both the EFA and Mr.FIFA will communicate further logistics regarding the trip to both the EFA and Mr.FIFA will communicate further logistics regarding the trip to both the EFA and Mr.
Gcina Ndwandwe in due course.Gcina Ndwandwe in due course.Gcina Ndwandwe in due course.

Mr. Ndwandwe expressed gratitude to FIFA, the EFA, and the PLE for the
opportunity and pledged to share the knowledge gained with other local football
clubs. “I humbly extend my sincere gratitude to FIFA, EFA, and PLE for this lifetime
opportunity and the valuable knowledge shared during the programme. At Ubombo
Sugar F.C., we believe in teamwork; therefore, we are more than willing to share
our knowledge with other football clubs, particularly in the development of
strategic plans and other areas. I developed a comprehensive 48-page strategic
plan that will be implemented by the club. As a disciplined and professional
individual, I promise to represent the country very well,” said Ndwandwe.
FIFA will communicate further logistics regarding the trip to both the EFA and Mr.
Gcina Ndwandwe in due course.
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BEYOND THEBEYOND THE
WHISTLEWHISTLE
BEYOND THE
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and an unwavering love for the beautiful game. and an unwavering love for the beautiful game. 

Being appointed to officiate the prestigious SMVAF
Ingwenyama Cup Final 2026 was not only one of the
proudest moments of my career, but also a defining
milestone in my journey as a referee. Officiating in the
middle of such a high-profile encounter

Being appointed to officiate the prestigious SMVAF
Ingwenyama Cup Final 2026 was not only one of the
proudest moments of my career, but also a defining
milestone in my journey as a referee. Officiating in the
middle of such a high-profile encounter
,in front of Their Majesties and
thousands of passionate supporters,
was both humbling and inspiring. It was
a moment that reminded me that hard
work, consistency, and dedication
never go unnoticed. 

,in front of Their Majesties and
thousands of passionate supporters,
was both humbling and inspiring. It was
a moment that reminded me that hard
work, consistency, and dedication
never go unnoticed. 

My rise in refereeing is a story built on
nothing but discipline, sacrifice, passion
My rise in refereeing is a story built on
nothing but discipline, sacrifice, passion
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My love for refereeing began at a
very young age while I was still a
football player. Growing up in the
game, I was inspired by senior
referees who carried themselves
with professionalism, confidence,
and authority. Watching how they
controlled matches and earned
respect from players and
supporters made me realize that 

My love for refereeing began at a
very young age while I was still a
football player. Growing up in the
game, I was inspired by senior
referees who carried themselves
with professionalism, confidence,
and authority. Watching how they
controlled matches and earned
respect from players and
supporters made me realize that 

refereeing was not simply about blowing a whistle, but about
protecting the integrity of the game itself. I understood that
even if I was not on the pitch as a player, I could still contribute
to football in a very important and meaningful way.

refereeing was not simply about blowing a whistle, but about
protecting the integrity of the game itself. I understood that
even if I was not on the pitch as a player, I could still contribute
to football in a very important and meaningful way.

experince that I had gained over the years. Officiating a match
of that magnitude gave me confidence and strengthened my
belief that I am capable of competing at even higher levels in
football officiating. It was more than just another assignment ,it
was confirmation that indeed only the sky is the limit.

experince that I had gained over the years. Officiating a match
of that magnitude gave me confidence and strengthened my
belief that I am capable of competing at even higher levels in
football officiating. It was more than just another assignment ,it
was confirmation that indeed only the sky is the limit.

With such a big
occasion came
immense pressure. The
SMVAF Ingwenyama
Cup Final is one of the
biggest football
spectacles in Eswatini,
a stage where emotions
run high and every
decision matters. But
as I stepped onto the
field, I reminded myself
to remain calm,
focused, and trust the
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As time went on, I developed a deep passion for understanding
the Laws of the Game, match management, and the
responsibility that comes with making crucial decisions under
pressure. Locally, I have always admired experienced referees
such as Letticia Vianna, 

As time went on, I developed a deep passion for understanding
the Laws of the Game, match management, and the
responsibility that comes with making crucial decisions under
pressure. Locally, I have always admired experienced referees
such as Letticia Vianna, 
who have represented
Eswatini with pride and
professionalism on
bigger stages.
Internationally, one of
the referees I look up to
is Omar Abdulkadir
Artan from Somalia,
whose authority,
confidence, and
consistency continue to
inspire me every time  
I watch him officiate.

who have represented
Eswatini with pride and
professionalism on
bigger stages.
Internationally, one of
the referees I look up to
is Omar Abdulkadir
Artan from Somalia,
whose authority,
confidence, and
consistency continue to
inspire me every time  
I watch him officiate.

Like every referee, the
journey has not always 
Like every referee, the
journey has not always 
been easy. One of the
hardest parts of
officiating is dealing with
criticism after difficult
decisions, especially
because many people do 

been easy. One of the
hardest parts of
officiating is dealing with
criticism after difficult
decisions, especially
because many people do 
not fully understand the pressure referees face during a match.
Football moves quickly, and referees are expected to make
major decisions within seconds, often under intense scrutiny
from players, coaches, fans, and the media. What many people
forget is that referees are human beings too. Mistakes can
happen, just as they do with players and coaches. However, I
have learned that pressure and criticism are part of football,
and instead of allowing negativity to discourage me, I choose to
learn from every match and continue improving myself.
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and instead of allowing negativity to discourage me, I choose to
learn from every match and continue improving myself.
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Refereeing also comes with
many sacrifices. It demands
discipline, physical fitness,
constant training, and
continuous study of the Laws
of the Game. There are times
when I have to spend long
hours away from family and
loved ones in order to 

Refereeing also comes with
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continuous study of the Laws
of the Game. There are times
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loved ones in order to 

prepare for matches or attend training sessions. But despite
the sacrifices, my passion for football keeps me motivated
every single day. What drives me the most is the dream of 

prepare for matches or attend training sessions. But despite
the sacrifices, my passion for football keeps me motivated
every single day. What drives me the most is the dream of 
representing Eswatini at
the highest level possible
and proving that referees
from our country can
officiate on the
international stage.

representing Eswatini at
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from our country can
officiate on the
international stage.

-ing individual who values family, respect, and personal
growth. Those values have shaped the person I am today and
continue to guide me both on and off the field. I believe that
success is not only about talent, but also about character,
consistency, and the willingness to keep learning.

-ing individual who values family, respect, and personal
growth. Those values have shaped the person I am today and
continue to guide me both on and off the field. I believe that
success is not only about talent, but also about character,
consistency, and the willingness to keep learning.

Beyond football, I see
myself as a humble,
disciplined and hardwork-

Beyond football, I see
myself as a humble,
disciplined and hardwork-
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young referees who want to grow in the profession. I want to
contribute not only to my own development, but also to the
growth of refereeing in Eswatini. Our country has talented
officials with great potential, and I believe the future of
refereeing in Eswatini is very bright.
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However, I know there is still room for growth. I will continue
working on improving areas such as communication, match
management, and maintaining consistency in high-pressure
situations because excellence in refereeing is a continuous
process.
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situations because excellence in refereeing is a continuous
process.

My biggest dream is to officiate at
major international tournaments
such as the Africa Cup of Nations
and ultimately the FIFA World Cup;
To one day stand on those stages
would mean everything to me. It
would be proof that dedication,
sacrifice, patience, and
perseverance truly pay off. 
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To every young person dreaming of becoming a referee, my
message is simple: believe in yourself, stay disciplined, work
hard, and never give up. Success does not come overnight. It
comes through patience, sacrifice, commitment, and the
courage to keep pushing forward even during difficult
moments. Refereeing  is not an easy
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hard, and never give up. Success does not come overnight. It
comes through patience, sacrifice, commitment, and the
courage to keep pushing forward even during difficult
moments. Refereeing  is not an easy
journey, but for those who truly love football, it is
one of the most rewarding paths you can take.
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Looking ahead, I see
myself officiating
regularly at international
level within the next five
years, while also helping
mentor and inspire
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with hopes of building on the continuedwith hopes of building on the continuedwith hopes of building on the continued
growth and progress of Eswatinigrowth and progress of Eswatinigrowth and progress of Eswatini
football both on and off the pitch.football both on and off the pitch.football both on and off the pitch.
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Follow us on our official platforms for daily updates, results, and stories
behind the scenes.

THANK YOU FOR STAYING UPDATED WITH THE LATEST
FROM THE ESWATINI FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND
GROWTH OF FOOTBALL IN THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI

FROM GRASSROOTS TO THE GLOBAL STAGE
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UNTIL NEXT TIME

@EFA/official_efa@EFA/official_efa
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LIVING THE FOOTBALL SPIRIT AND OUR PRIDE
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	country. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model of the country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of the country. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty and the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	Further appreciation goes to the Head of Government of the Kingdom of Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civil Servants, Members of both Houses of Parliament, the Sponsors-SMVAF and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests, Football fans, Football family, Cultural groups, Media, and the public for their exertions towards the successful execution of the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Competition. They are also the principal reason the whole tournament was memorable.
	The EFA would also like to congratulate Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C., Louis XIV F.C. and Young Buffaloes FC for being crowned the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Grand Champions, Regional Champions, and Women’s Champions respectively. All three football clubs were officially crowned champions by His Majesty King Mswati III having displayed impressive football. Also; the congratulatory notes go to the cultural category champions of this competition, as they also demonstrated exceptional art of the Eswatini culture that showcased the tradition and core-values of the Eswatini nation to the local and global platforms. The EFA also recognize the efforts of every
	participant of this competition for the sterling performance as their competitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	Mr. Simelane’s ascension to the regional executive arm highlights his growing influence and the rising profile of football governance in Eswatini. This milestone follows a rigorous process overseen by the COSAFA Electoral Committee, which confirmed the new leadership structure in accordance with international sporting statutes.
	The landmark election took place on Sunday, May 17, 2026, during the COSAFA Elective Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare, Zimbabwe. The prestigious regional event was notably graced by the President of the Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr. Patrice Motsepe.
	During the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana was officially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongside Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.
	The Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national football fraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peter ‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	Mr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive Committee members entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football for the 2026–2029 term, including:
	The EFA notes that this regional appointment beautifully complements Mr. Simelane’s existing international responsibilities, including his current seat on the FIFA Member Associations Committee. The executive board, technical staff, and sports stakeholders across Eswatini express supreme confidence that his leadership will significantly advance the beautiful game both at home and across the broader COSAFA zone.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The future of Eswatini football continues to shine brightly as the ongoing CAF EFA Under-15 African Schools Championships provide a powerful platform for young football talent to showcase their abilities and compete for national recognition.
	The exciting youth tournament, which features both boys’ and girls’ competitions, has brought together some of the country’s most promising young footballers from various schools, all competing with the dream of representing Eswatini on the
	continental stage. A total of 10 schools are participating in the boys’ category, while 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrant and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.
	Hosted every Wednesday and Friday, the championships continue to attract attention as young players display impressive skill, determination,
	and passion for the game. Beyond the competition itself, the tournament serves a much greater purpose in Eswatini football
	development, as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African Schools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As the tournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with players eager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead of the continental championships later this year.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and progress into higher levels of the game.
	The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and progress into higher levels of the game.
	At grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing in the Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure to organized football competition while helping prepare future generations for junior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talent identification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’s football in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion for the sport.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The Eswatini Football Association’s commitment to developing football from the ground up continues to gather momentum, following the successful conclusion of the EFA Intermediate Coaching Course, a key initiative aimed at strengthening the quality of coaching within the country. The course officially came to an end on the 10th of May, with participants sitting for their final examinations after undergoing an intensive two-month learning programme designed to sharpen both their technical understanding and practical coaching abilities.
	Led by EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta alongside EFA Instructor Vusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring and developing coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by one goal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparing themselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of two months, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday online learning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating an environment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to the instructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude and cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	Speaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted the dedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participation levels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theory classes or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagerness to learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of the programme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course as productive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of the programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and, more importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within their respective football environments. While the instructors are confident that valuable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessment scripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed and understood by the coaches.
	Meanwhile, anticipation continues to build around the long-awaited return of the prestigious CAF Licence Coaching Courses, which the EFA has revealed are gradually being prepared for a comeback after a lengthy absence. The return of CAF-accredited coaching programmes is expected to mark another major milestone for football development in Eswatini,
	opening doors for local coaches to obtain internationally recognized qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, through education and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gained momentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coaching Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.
	The course, which commenced on the 1st of March 2026, was designed to equip aspiring coaches with foundational football coaching knowledge and practical skills, while also creating opportunities for more emaSwati to become actively involved in football development. Over a demanding two-month period, participants underwent structured learning sessions that combined weekday online theory classes with practicals training sessions and classes on weekends, which ensured a balanced and comprehensive coaching education experience. Much like the recently concluded Intermediate Coaching Course, the Basic Coaching programme focused on both theoretical understanding and practical application, helping participants develop confidence in handling players, planning training sessions, and understanding the modern demands of football coaching.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	The final stages of the course tested the coaches across different areas of learning. The examination process began on the 16th of May with oral assessments involving all 48 participating coaches, allowing instructors to evaluate their communication, football understanding, and coaching awareness. This was followed by practical examinations on the 23rd of May, where participants were assessed on their ability to conduct and manage training sessions on the field. The programme officially concluded on the 24th of May with the final theory examination, marking the end of an intensive but
	rewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of the course, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and James Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process. Speaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressed gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication, highlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite the demanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expressed optimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that the quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.
	Instructor Musa Mamba also commended the aspiring coaches for their discipline, commitment, and cooperation throughout the entire programme. He praised the participants for maintaining strong attendance and positive attitudes from the very first day until the final examination, emphasizing that such dedication is essential for the continued growth of football coaching in Eswatini.
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	The ongoing FIFAe Nations League is gaining momentum following the conclusion of Week 1 matches. “Consistency points” are currently the focus, as they are vital for securing automatic qualification to the Continental Championship. The top five national teams based on aggregate consistency rankings,along with the top three performers from Week 1 to Week 3,will qualify for the championship.
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	BEYOND THE WHISTLE
	My rise in refereeing is a story built on nothing but discipline, sacrifice, passion
	and an unwavering love for the beautiful game.
	Being appointed to officiate the prestigious SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Final 2026 was not only one of the proudest moments of my career, but also a defining milestone in my journey as a referee. Officiating in the middle of such a high-profile encounter
	,in front of Their Majesties and thousands of passionate supporters, was both humbling and inspiring. It was a moment that reminded me that hard work, consistency, and dedication never go unnoticed.
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	With such a big occasion came immense pressure. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Final is one of the biggest football spectacles in Eswatini, a stage where emotions run high and every decision matters. But as I stepped onto the field, I reminded myself to remain calm, focused, and trust the
	experince that I had gained over the years. Officiating a match of that magnitude gave me confidence and strengthened my belief that I am capable of competing at even higher levels in football officiating. It was more than just another assignment ,it was confirmation that indeed only the sky is the limit.
	My love for refereeing began at a very young age while I was still a football player. Growing up in the game, I was inspired by senior referees who carried themselves with professionalism, confidence, and authority. Watching how they controlled matches and earned respect from players and supporters made me realize that
	refereeing was not simply about blowing a whistle, but about protecting the integrity of the game itself. I understood that even if I was not on the pitch as a player, I could still contribute to football in a very important and meaningful way.
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	Like every referee, the journey has not always
	been easy. One of the hardest parts of officiating is dealing with criticism after difficult decisions, especially because many people do
	not fully understand the pressure referees face during a match. Football moves quickly, and referees are expected to make major decisions within seconds, often under intense scrutiny from players, coaches, fans, and the media. What many people forget is that referees are human beings too. Mistakes can happen, just as they do with players and coaches. However, I have learned that pressure and criticism are part of football, and instead of allowing negativity to discourage me, I choose to learn from every match and continue improving myself.
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	Beyond football, I see myself as a humble, disciplined and hardwork-
	-ing individual who values family, respect, and personal growth. Those values have shaped the person I am today and continue to guide me both on and off the field. I believe that success is not only about talent, but also about character, consistency, and the willingness to keep learning.
	Refereeing also comes with many sacrifices. It demands discipline, physical fitness, constant training, and continuous study of the Laws of the Game. There are times when I have to spend long hours away from family and loved ones in order to
	prepare for matches or attend training sessions. But despite the sacrifices, my passion for football keeps me motivated every single day. What drives me the most is the dream of
	representing Eswatini at the highest level possible and proving that referees from our country can officiate on the international stage.
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	Looking ahead, I see myself officiating regularly at international level within the next five years, while also helping mentor and inspire
	journey, but for those who truly love football, it is one of the most rewarding paths you can take.
	My biggest dream is to officiate at major international tournaments such as the Africa Cup of Nations and ultimately the FIFA World Cup; To one day stand on those stages would mean everything to me. It would be proof that dedication, sacrifice, patience, and perseverance truly pay off.
	However, I know there is still room for growth. I will continue working on improving areas such as communication, match management, and maintaining consistency in high-pressure situations because excellence in refereeing is a continuous process.
	THANK YOU

	young referees who want to grow in the profession. I want to contribute not only to my own development, but also to the growth of refereeing in Eswatini. Our country has talented officials with great potential, and I believe the future of refereeing in Eswatini is very bright.
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	Outstanding individual performances continued to light up Eswatini football during the month of April, as two exceptional players were recognized for their consistency, impact, and brilliance on the field after being crowned the MTN Premier League and Mulasport National First Division Players of the Month.
	In the MTN Premier League, Siyabonga Mkhonto of Mbabane Highlanders F.C. emerged as the standout performer, earning the prestigious April Player of the Month accolade following a string of influential performances that played a major role in his club’s impressive run during the period. Renowned for his technical ability, composure on the ball, and attacking influence, Siyabonga consistently delivered match-winning displays that made him one of the most exciting players to watch throughout the month. To further cement his remarkable month, the talented midfielder also walked away with the MTN PLE Fans’ Player of the Month Award ,a special recognition voted for directly by supporters through the MTN PLE Fanbox platform.
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	The curtains officially came down on another exciting MTN Premier League season on the 24th of May 2026, with Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C. once again emerging as champions after successfully defending their league title in a remarkable fashion.
	The triumph marked yet another historic achievement for the club, as the champions completed an impress-
	across multiple competitions. Earlier
	in the season, Nsingizini
	Hotspurs F.C. lifted the prestigioud 8bet
	Trade Fair Cup before continuing their silverware success by conquering the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup. Their MTN Premier League triumph now crowns a memorable season that will undoubtedly go down as one of the club’s finest achievements.
	The Eswatini football fraternity extends heartfelt congratulations to Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C. for their consistency, determination, and outstanding performances throughout the season. Their success reflects the hard work of the players, technical team, management, and supporters who played an important role in the club’s remarkable journey.
	Special appreciation is also extended to MTN Eswatini for their continued support and commitment toward the development and growth of football in the Kingdom. Through their sponsorship of the MTN Premier League, the competition has continued to provide exciting football entertainment while contributing significantly to the advancement of the local game.
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	The successful completion of the 2025/26 season would not have been possible without the cooperation and dedication shown by all Football stakeholders. Their collective efforts ensured another memorable and competitive football season filled with passion, talent, and unforgettable moments.
	As one chapter closes, attention will soon begin shifting toward preparations for the next campaign, with hopes of building on the continued growth and progress of Eswatini football both on and off the pitch.
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	UNTIL NEXT TIME
	LIVING THE FOOTBALL SPIRIT AND OUR PRIDE
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