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The Eswatini Football Association (EFA)
hereby extends a distinct tribute and
momentous gratitude to His Majesty The
King Mswati III, Her Majesty The
Indlovukazi, together with the Royal
Household for gracing the Finals of the
Sincephetelo Motor Vehicle Accident Fund
(SMVAF) Ingwenyama Cup that were played
on Sunday, 10™ May 2026 at the Somhlolo
National Stadium. By being the patron of
this prestigious competition that perfectly
mergers Eswatini culture and football, give
the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup the Royal
touch and exceptionality thus; making the
finals to be a national event. This
competition also affords the platform for
the country to promote its culture and
football to the global space of which it
strategically promotes the identity of the

country. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model of
the country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of the
country. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty and
the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.
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Further appreciation goes to the
Head of Government of the Kingdom
of Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civil |
Servants, Members of both Houses of
Parliament, the Sponsors-SMVAF
and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests,
Football fans, Football family,
Cultural groups, Media, and the
public for their exertions towards
the successful execution of the
SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup
Competition. They are also the
principal reason the whole
tournament was memorable.

The EFA would also like to
congratulate Nsingizini Hotspurs
F.C., Louis XIV FC. and Young
Buffaloes FC for being crowned the I'*=
SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Grand '
Champions, Regional Champions,
and Women’s Champions
respectively. All three football clubs .
were officially crowned champions &
by His Majesty King Mswati III
having displayed impressive football.
Also; the congratulatory notes go to
the cultural category champions of
this competition, as they also
demonstrated exceptional art of the "
Eswatini culture that showcased the A%
tradition and core-values of the
Eswatini nation to the local and
global platforms. The EFA also |
recognize the efforts of every '
partlclpant of this competition for the sterling performance as their
competitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAF
Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.
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The Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national football
fraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peter
‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern
African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.

EFA

E
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Mr. Simelane’s ascension to the
regional executive arm
highlights his growing influence
and the rising profile of football
governance in Eswatini. This
milestone follows a rigorous
process overseen by the COSAFA
Electoral Committee, which
confirmed the new leadership
structure in accordance with
international sporting statutes.
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The landmark election took place on Sunday,
May 17, 2026, during the COSAFA Elective
Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare,
Zimbabwe. The prestigious regional event was
notably graced by the President of the
Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr.
Patrice Motsepe.

During the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana was
officially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongside
Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.
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Mr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive Committee
members entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football for
the 2026-2029 term, including:

e Lijane Nthunya (Lesotho)
* Nqobile Magwizi (Zimbabwe) @W
« Robert Shimooshili (Namibia) @Wlﬁ ved
* Brenda Kunda (Zambia — Reserved SR
Women’s Seat) Oabile Thona Taric; Babitseng (Bolswana)

VICE PRESIDENT
Alfred Randriamanampisoa (Madagascar)

The EFA notes that this regional

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE RESERVED WOMEN'S SEAT

appointment beautifully Branda Kunda (Zambia)

- ’
co!:nplements Mr. 5 Slmel_a'ne S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
existing international Lijane Nthunya (Lesotho)
responsibilities, including his e i e
current seat on the FIFA Member Pater Simelane (Eswalini)
Associations Committee. The CO-OPTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
executive board, technical staff, and SR ENAnS (Bouth Arie)

Irane Gongalves (Angala)

sports stakeholders across Eswatini
express supreme confidence that his
leadership will significantly advance
the beautiful game both at home and
across the broader COSAFA zone.

COSAFA
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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The future of Eswatini
football continues to shine
brightly as the ongoing CAF
EFA Under-15 African Schools
Championships provide a
powerful platform for young
football talent to showcase
their abilities and compete
for national recognition.

The exciting youth
tournament, which features
both  boys’ and  girls’
competitions, has brought
together some of the
country’s most promising
young  footballers from
various schools, all competing
with the dream of
representing Eswatini on the

continental stage. A total of 10 schools are partlclpatlng in the boys category,
while 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrant
and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.

.ﬂ Hosted  every
) Wednesday and
Friday, the
championships
continue to
attract attention
as young players
display
impressive skill,
determination,

and pass1on for the game Beyond the
competition itself, the tournament serves a
Gl ' much greater purpose in Eswatini football
development as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-
15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African
Schools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As the
tournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with players
eager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead of
the continental championships later this year.

fal Rl A i
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The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital
role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive
platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and
progress into higher levels of the game.

The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development
Programme continues to play a vital role in
the growth of women’s football in Eswatini
by creating competitive platforms for
young female players to develop, showcase
. their talent, and progress into higher
levels of the game.

B A

The Under 19 programme in good collaboration between FIFA,EFA and PC
Systems currently features 12 high schools, with matches taking place every
Wednesday and Friday. This development programme serves as an important
feeder platform for the national Under-20 women’s team, helping identify and
nurture some of the country’s brightest young girl’s football talents. Beyond
national team development, the programme has also become a key scouting
ground for clubs competing in the Eswatini Women Football League. Since its
launch, a growing number of talented girl players have been identified and
recruited by women’s league teams, highlighting the programme’s increasing
impact in opening doors and creating opportunities for young girls in football.

o
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At grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing in
the Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure to
organized football competition while helping prepare future generations for
junior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talent
identification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girls
Development Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’s
football in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion for
the sport.
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The Eswatini Football
Association’s commitment to
developing football from the
ground up continues to gather
momentum, following the
successful conclusion of the EFA
Intermediate Coaching Course, a
key initiative aimed at
strengthening the quality of
coaching within the country. The
course officially came to an end
on the 10th of May, with
participants sitting for their final
examinations after undergoing an
intensive two-month learning
programme designed to sharpen

both their technical
understanding and practical
coaching abilities.

Led by EFA Technical Director Boy MKkhonta alongside EFA Instructor
Vusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring and
developing coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by one
goal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparing
themselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of two
months, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday online
learning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating an
environment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to the
instructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude and
cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.
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Speaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted the
dedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participation
levels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theory
classes or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagerness
to learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of the
programme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course as
productive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of the
programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and,
more importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within their
respective football environments. While the instructors are confident that
valuable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessment
scripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed and
understood by the coaches.

Meanwhile, anticipation
continues to build around the
long-awaited return of the
prestigious @ CAF  Licence
Coaching Courses, which the
' EFA has revealed are gradually
being prepared for a comeback
after a lengthy absence. The
return of CAF-accredited
coaching  programmes  is
expected to mark another
. major milestone for football
: : i [ . development in Eswatini,
opening local coaches to ain internationally recognized
qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.
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The Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, through
education and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gained
momentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coaching
Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.

The course, which commenced on the
1st of March 2026, was designed to
equip  aspiring coaches  with
foundational football coaching

knowledge and practical skills, while !
also creating opportunities for more
emaSwati to become actively involved
in football development. Over a
demanding  two-month period,
participants underwent structured
learning sessions that combined
weekday online theory classes with
practicals training sessions and
classes on weekends, which ensured a
balanced and comprehensive coaching
education experience. Much like the
recently concluded Intermediate
Coaching Course, the Basic Coaching
programme focused on  both

theoretical understanding and f.
practical application, helping
participants develop confidence in ¥ (i BL
handling players, planning training §| fion ﬂ:; & n) /
sessions, and understanding the i oy = 5
modern demands of football coaching. -~ —* g o "
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The final stages of the course tested
the coaches across different areas of
learning. The examination process
began on the 16th of May with oral

assessments involving all 48
participating  coaches, allowing
instructors to evaluate their
communication, football
understanding, and coaching

awareness. This was followed by
practical examinations on the 23rd
of May, where participants were
assessed on their ability to conduct
and manage training sessions on the

. N field. The programme officially
- | [ concluded on the 24th of May with
g the final theory examination,

marking the end of an intensive but
rewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of the
course, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and James
Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process.
Speaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressed
gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication,
highlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite the
demanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expressed
optimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that the
quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.

Instructor Mamba also

Musa Football enthusiasts and aspiring
commended the aspiring coaches coaches are encouraged to stay
for their discipline, commitment, informed through official EFA
and cooperation throughout the communication platforms, as

entire programme. He praised the
participants for maintaining strong
attendance and positive attitudes
from the very first day until the
final examination, emphasizing that
such dedication is essential for the
continued growth of football
coaching in Eswatini.

announcements regarding the next
intake for both the EFA Basic and
Intermediate Coaching Courses will be
made soon. The programmes remain
open to all individuals passionate and
interested in football coaching.
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The ongoing FIFAe Nations League is gaining momentum following the
conclusion of Week 1 matches. “Consistency points” are currently the focus, as
they are vital for securing automatic qualification to the Continental
Championship. The top five national teams based on aggregate consistency
rankings,along with the top three performers from Week 1 to Week 3,will qualify
for the championship.

WEEK 1 REVIEW_

After successfully advancing from Group D in the African Zone on May 5, 2026,
the Eswatini national team faced Morocco the following day. During the group
stages, Eswatini recorded one win, two draws, and one loss, finishing fourth in
their group with 5 points. Their results included:

* Draws: 1-1 against Zimbabwe and 0-0 against Ghana.
e Win: 2-1 against Madagascar.
* Loss: A heavy 7-1 defeat to Tunisia.

In the subsequent knockout round, Eswatini fell to Morocco with a 5-0 aggregate
score, losing 2-0 in the “home” leg and 3-0 “away.” These results left Eswatini
with a total of 110 consistency points, placing them 13th in the continental
rankings.

Eswatini must significantly improve their performance in the second week of
competition (scheduled for 8 June 2026) to climb the rankings. The format will
remain the same as Week 1, with more consistency points at stake.

This will be the final week of qualifiers. The group stage format will return, with
the top two nations from each group advancing to the quarterfinals. The three
best-performing teams from this week will join the five already qualified via the
Consistency Ranking to complete the field for the Continental Championship.
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HHOHHO REGIONAL FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
— HRFA FAMILY

CELEBRATING *
EXCELLENCP” -
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on obtaining your —

BACHELOR OF '
COMMERCE GENERAL .|
(BCOM GEN)

5, Your resilience, humility, loyalty, and \

;.i | determination continue to inspire the

— / entire HRFA family. Through years of
dedicated service, you have carried .
yourself with grace, professionalism,
and quiet strength. Today, we proudly
celebrate not only your qualification,
but the incredible woman behind it

This achievement is more than a degree —
@ it is a reflection of perseverance, sacrifice,

— discipline, and commitment. Your success

2

CELEBRATING
OMNE OF HRFA'S
LONGEST-SERVING
AND MOST
DEDICATED

L4
Y
i\

FOR YEARS, SHE SERVED
WITH LOYALTY.

belongs not only to you, but to everyone  [& 1 W o ! &  TODAY, SHE GRADUATES |
who has witnessed your journey HAT .k, T wla E WITH PRIDE.
throughout the years, _/)f AR -
= 3
aly
i!; afr |!_,'.J
HARD WORK YOUR JOURNEY DREAMS REMAIN | YOUR PERSEVERANCE | YOURSTORY |
TRULY PAYS OFF. IMSPIRES THE NEXT WALID AT EVERY HAS BECOME YOUR INSPIRES US i
GEMERATION STAGE OF LIFE, VICTORY. ML S
—_~ THE HRFA FAMILY o ® . JOINUS IN CONGRATULATING . =
.‘I farwaﬂ,@ celebrales “/Ht AND CELEBRATING THIS

ONE OF ITS OWN. INCREDIBLE ACHIEVEMENT. /7— %
&}‘Lfg A

With pride and apgreciation, -
HHOHHD REGIONAL FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION i
Recognized and celebrated by the HAFA Exacutive Committes: )

far your loyalty. Wa are pmud of you.
You make HRFA stranger!
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Mr. Gcina Ndwandwe of Ubombo
Sugar FC has emerged as one of the
two winners from the COSAFA region
in the prestigious FIFA Club
Professionalisation and Management
Programme.

Following an intensive programme
that featured both online and onsite
sessions held in February 2026 at
Sibane Sami Hotel, participants from
clubs under the Premier League of
Eswatini and the Women’s Football
League were tasked with developing
comprehensive strategic plans for
their respective clubs.

FIFA announced that the
two best strategic plans
from the COSAFA region
would earn their authors
an all-expenses-paid trip
to the FIFA World Cup
2026. Mr. Ndwandwe’s
outstanding  strategic
plan for Ubombo Sugar
FC secured him this
prestigious opportunity.
The other winner is from
Namibia. Present during
the presentation of the
award were Eswat1n1 Football Assoc1at10n Pre51dent Peter Simelane, Premier
League of Eswatini Chairperson Polycarp Dlamini, and EFA General Secretary
Frederlck Mngomezulu, among other football administrators.

Club Management
FIFA Campus

Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
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EFA President Simelane

Peter
congratulated the winner and his
club, describing the achievement as
a sign of Eswatini’'s progress in

football administration. He also
assured the EFA’s support in
facilitating the necessary

documentation for the trip.

“The EFA congratulates Mr. Gcina
Ndwandwe for this milestone, which
is an indication that Eswatini is
making  strides in  football
administration,” said Simelane.

? ntial Courses
Ciut -";anagement
==

Campus
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PLE Chairperson Polycarp Dlamini
thanked FIFA and the EFA for the
initiative and applauded Ubombo Sugar
FC in as far as Ndwandwe’s achievement
is concerned.

“As PLE, we are very proud of your
achievement, which also enhances the
PLE brand. This is a major
accomplishment because you will not
only attend the FIFA World Cup Finals
2026 on a personal capacity, but you will
also serve as an ambassador for local
football and the country at large,” he said.

o

Mr. Ndwandwe expressed gratitude to FIFA, the EFA, and the PLE for the
opportunity and pledged to share the knowledge gained with other local football
clubs. “I humbly extend my sincere gratitude to FIFA, EFA, and PLE for this lifetime
opportunity and the valuable knowledge shared during the programme. At Ubombo
Sugar F.C., we believe in teamwork; therefore, we are more than willing to share
our knowledge with other football clubs, particularly in the development of
strategic plans and other areas. I developed a comprehensive 48-page strategic
plan that will be implemented by the club. As a disciplined and professional
individual, I promise to represent the country very well,” said Ndwandwe.

FIFA will communicate further logistics regarding the trip to both the EFA and Mr.

Gcina Ndwandwe in due course.

action= motivation=others

Plot 2857 Mabhala Road Thembelihle

Let ALL SPORTS

call (+268) 7605 9802, (+268) 7936 3244 allsportseswatini@gmail.com

your event

professionally
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THE INSPIRING Jﬂ
NJABULO SIPHEP—HU

My rise in refereeing is a story built o
nothing but discipline, sacrifice, passion
and an unwavering love for the beautiful game.

Being appointed to officiate the prestigious SMVAF

BEYOND. THEN™

A

Ingwenyama Cup Final 2026 was not only one of the|

proudest moments of my career, but also a defining
milestone in my journey as a referee. Officiating in the

middle of such a high-profile encounter
,in front of Their Majesties and

thousands of passionate supporters,
was both humbling and inspiring. It was
a moment that reminded me that hard
work, consistency, and dedication
never go unnoticed.

mfo@nfas 0rg.s2z
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" Cup Final is one '@
biggest football
= I spectacles in Eswatini,
, astage where emotions
4 & run high and every
s % -wg‘ p"’ decision matters. But
-‘%"‘ﬁg%{'f( as | stepped onto the
'- % field, | reminded myself
,' to remain calm,
AW o sl PR g f e a focused and trust the
experlnce that I had gamed over the years Officiating a match
of that magnitude gave me confidence and strengthened my
belief that | am capable of competing at even higher levels in
football officiating. It was more than just another assighment ,it
was confirmation that indeed only the sky is the limit.

My love for refereeing began at a
' very young age while | was still a
football player. Growing up in the
game, | was inspired by senior
referees who carried themselves
with professionalism, confidence,
and authority. Watching how they
controlled matches and earned
respect from players and
e v 4 » supporters made me realize that
refereelng was not simply about blowing a whistle, but about
protecting the integrity of the game itself. | understood that
even if | was not on the pitch as a player, | could still contribute
to football in a very important and meaningful way.

""f O@nf as.org.sz follow US ON : f (efa.eswatin)
X (eswatinifa)

d' (official _efa)

Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini 1 7 www.nfas.org.sz | +268 2404 6852



~Locally, I have alwe

Ich as Letticia Vianna,
who have represented
Eswatini with pride and
professionalism on
bigger stages.
Internationally, one of
the referees | look up to
is Omar Abdulkadir
Artan from Somalia,
whose authority,
confidence, and
consistency continue tc¢
inspire me every time
| watch him officiate.
Like every referee, the] e
journey has not always
been easy. One of the
hardest parts of URas
officiating is dealing with
criticism after difficult
decisions, especially - d
because many people do ‘ Pa
not fully understand the pressure referees face during a match.
Football moves quickly, and referees are expected to make
major decisions within seconds, often under intense scrutiny
from players, coaches, fans, and the media. What many people
forget is that referees are human beings too. Mistakes can
happen, just as they do with players and coaches. However, |
have learned that pressure and criticism are part of football,
and instead of allowing negativity to discourage me, | choose to
learn from every match and continue improving myself.
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CC

continuous s

of the Game. There are times
when | have to spend long
hours away from family and

p=a loved onesin orderto
prepare for matches or attend training sessions. But despite

the sacrifices, my passion for football keeps me motivated
every single day. What drives me the most is the dream of
representing Eswatini at

the highest level possible

and proving that referees

from our country can

officiate on the
international stage. :

Beyond football, | see '
myself as a humble,

disciplined and hardwork- - &
-ing individual who values family, respect, and personal

growth. Those values have shaped the person | am today and
continue to guide me both on and off the field. | believe that
success is nhot only about talent, but also about character,
consistency, and the W|ll|ngness to keep learning.

i ‘Lm J‘?pﬂ > l'.l-g
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To one day stand :

would mean everything to me. It

would be proof that dedication,

sacrifice, patience, and

perseverance truly pay off.
However | know there is still room for growth. | will continue
working on improving areas such as communication, match
management, and maintaining consistency in high-pressure
situations because excellence in refereeing is a continuous
process.

Looking ahead, | see
myself officiating
& regularly at international
| level within the next five
= years, while also helping

: - 5% mentor and inspire
young referees who want to grow in the profession. | want to

contribute not only to my own development, but also to the
growth of refereeing in Eswatini. Our country has talented
officials with great potential, and | believe the future of
refereeing in Eswatini is very bright.

To every young person dreaming of becoming a referee, my
message is simple: believe in yourself, stay disciplined, work
hard, and never give up. Success does not come overnight. It
comes through patience, sacrifice, commitment, and the
courage to keep pushing forward even during difficult
moments. Refereeing is not an easy

journey, but for those who truly love football, it is
one of the most rewarding paths you can take.

THANK YOU
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Outstanding individual performances continued to light up Eswatini football
during the month of April, as two exceptional players were recognized for their
consistency, impact, and brilliance on the field after being crowned the MTN
Premier League and Mulasport National First Division Players of the Month.

In the MTN Premier League,
Siyabonga Mkhonto of Mbabane
Highlanders F.C. emerged as the
standout performer, earning the
prestigious April Player of the Month
accolade following a string of

influential performances that played
a major role in his club’s impressive
run during the period. Renowned for
his technical ability, composure on
the ball, and attacking influence,
Siyabonga consistently delivered

match-winning displays that made 5

him one of the most exciting players
to watch throughout the month. To

further cement his remarkable &

month, the talented midfielder also

walked away with the MTN PLE Fans’ g
Player of the Month Award ,a special

recognition voted for directly by
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supporters through the MTN PLE &%
Fanbox platform.

Meanwhile, in the Mulasport National First Division, Bongiswa Dlamini of Lozitha
Spurs F.C. was crowned the division’s Player of the Month after producing
excellent performances that continued to strengthen his growing reputation as
one of the league’s most dangerous attacking threats. Bongiswa’s work ethic,
determination, and eye for goal were key factors behind his recognition, with the
forward consistently stepping up for his side in important moments. Upon
receiving the award, the Lozitha Spurs F.C. star expressed gratitude to his
teammates and coaches, acknowledging the role they played in helping him
achieve the milestone. He also pledged to continue working even harder as the
season progresses, promising supporters more goals and improved performances
in the matches ahead.
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The curtains officially came down on
another exciting MTN Premier League
season on the 24th of May 2026, with
Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C. once again
emerging as champions after
successfully defending their league
title in a remarkable fashion.

The triumph marked yet another
historic achievement for the club, as
the champions completed an impress-
following an outstanding campaign
that saw them dominat across multiple competitions. Earlier
in the season, Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C. lifted the prestigioud 8bet
Trade Fair Cup before continuing their silverware success by conquering the
SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup. Their MTN Premier League triumph now crowns a
memorable season that will undoubtedly go down as one of the club’s finest
achievements.

-ive domestic treble

The Eswatini football fraternity extends
heartfelt congratulations to Nsingizini
Hotspurs F.C. for their consistency,
determination, and outstanding
performances throughout the season.
Their success reflects the hard work of
the players, technical team, management,
and supporters who played an important
role in the club’s remarkable journey.

Special appreciation is also
extended to MTN Eswatini for their
continued support and
commitment toward the
development and growth of football
in the Kingdom. Through their
sponsorship of the MTN Premier
League, the competition has
continued to provide exciting
football entertainment  while
contributing significantly to the
advancement of the local game.
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The successful completion of the 2025/26 season would not have been possible
without the cooperation and dedication shown by all Football stakeholders. Their
collective efforts ensured another memorable and competitive football season
filled with passion, talent, and unforgettable moments.

As one chapter closes, attention will
soon begin shifting toward
preparations for the next campaign,
with hopes of building on the continued
growth and progress of Eswatini
football both on and off the pitch.
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Football Unites - Violence Divides Us
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NO ROOM
FOR
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in Eswatini Footbhall

LET’S PROTECT THE BEAUTIFUL
GAME TOGETHER
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THANKYOU FOR STAYING UPDATED WITH THE LATEST
FROM THE ESWATINI FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

WE REMAIN COMMITTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND

GROWTH OF FOOTBALL IN THE KINGDOM OF ESWATINI

FROM GRASSROOTS TO THE GLOBAL STAGE

UNTIL NEXT TIME

LIVING THE FOOTBALL SPIRIT AND OUR PRIDE

@EFA/official_efa )
www.http://nfas.org.sz

+268 (2404 6852/62 | P.O BOX 641, Mbabane Eswatini,
Sigwaca House H100
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	country. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup plays a chief role in the unification model of the country as it also acts as a catalyst of the sporting and economic growth of the country. The football family will always remain greatly indebted to His Majesty and the pioneer of this competition for his stewardship.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	Further appreciation goes to the Head of Government of the Kingdom of Eswatini, his Cabinet and Civil Servants, Members of both Houses of Parliament, the Sponsors-SMVAF and Emlembe, Distinguished Guests, Football fans, Football family, Cultural groups, Media, and the public for their exertions towards the successful execution of the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Competition. They are also the principal reason the whole tournament was memorable.
	The EFA would also like to congratulate Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C., Louis XIV F.C. and Young Buffaloes FC for being crowned the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Grand Champions, Regional Champions, and Women’s Champions respectively. All three football clubs were officially crowned champions by His Majesty King Mswati III having displayed impressive football. Also; the congratulatory notes go to the cultural category champions of this competition, as they also demonstrated exceptional art of the Eswatini culture that showcased the tradition and core-values of the Eswatini nation to the local and global platforms. The EFA also recognize the efforts of every
	participant of this competition for the sterling performance as their competitiveness pushed the champions to their limits thus; making the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup to be a competitive and interesting competition.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	Mr. Simelane’s ascension to the regional executive arm highlights his growing influence and the rising profile of football governance in Eswatini. This milestone follows a rigorous process overseen by the COSAFA Electoral Committee, which confirmed the new leadership structure in accordance with international sporting statutes.
	The landmark election took place on Sunday, May 17, 2026, during the COSAFA Elective Annual General Meeting (AGM) held in Harare, Zimbabwe. The prestigious regional event was notably graced by the President of the Confederation of African Football (CAF), Dr. Patrice Motsepe.
	During the same elective congress, Oabile Thona Tariq Babitseng of Botswana was officially confirmed as the new COSAFA President, stepping into office alongside Madagascar’s Alfred Randriamanampisoa, who was elected Vice-President.
	The Eswatini Football Association (EFA), alongside the entire national football fraternity, extends its warmest congratulations to EFA President Mr. Peter ‘Samora’ Simelane following his successful election to the Council of Southern African Football Associations (COSAFA) Executive Committee.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	Mr. Simelane joins a distinguished group of ordinary Executive Committee members entrusted with steering the trajectory of Southern African football for the 2026–2029 term, including:
	The EFA notes that this regional appointment beautifully complements Mr. Simelane’s existing international responsibilities, including his current seat on the FIFA Member Associations Committee. The executive board, technical staff, and sports stakeholders across Eswatini express supreme confidence that his leadership will significantly advance the beautiful game both at home and across the broader COSAFA zone.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The future of Eswatini football continues to shine brightly as the ongoing CAF EFA Under-15 African Schools Championships provide a powerful platform for young football talent to showcase their abilities and compete for national recognition.
	The exciting youth tournament, which features both boys’ and girls’ competitions, has brought together some of the country’s most promising young footballers from various schools, all competing with the dream of representing Eswatini on the
	continental stage. A total of 10 schools are participating in the boys’ category, while 8 schools are battling for glory in the girls’ division, creating a vibrant and highly competitive football environment for the nation’s emerging stars.
	Hosted every Wednesday and Friday, the championships continue to attract attention as young players display impressive skill, determination,
	and passion for the game. Beyond the competition itself, the tournament serves a much greater purpose in Eswatini football
	development, as it forms part of the selection process for the national Under-15 squads that will represent the country at the upcoming CAF African Schools Football Championship scheduled to take place in December. As the tournament progresses, competition is expected to intensify with players eager to impress selectors and secure places in the national squads ahead of the continental championships later this year.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and progress into higher levels of the game.
	The FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to play a vital role in the growth of women’s football in Eswatini by creating competitive platforms for young female players to develop, showcase their talent, and progress into higher levels of the game.
	At grassroots level, the initiative also includes 10 primary schools competing in the Under-15 division, providing younger players with early exposure to organized football competition while helping prepare future generations for junior national team structures. Through consistent competition, talent identification, and player development opportunities, the FIFA EFA Schools Girls Development Programme continues to strengthen the foundation of women’s football in Eswatini while inspiring more young girls to pursue their passion for the sport.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
	The Eswatini Football Association’s commitment to developing football from the ground up continues to gather momentum, following the successful conclusion of the EFA Intermediate Coaching Course, a key initiative aimed at strengthening the quality of coaching within the country. The course officially came to an end on the 10th of May, with participants sitting for their final examinations after undergoing an intensive two-month learning programme designed to sharpen both their technical understanding and practical coaching abilities.
	Led by EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta alongside EFA Instructor Vusisizwe Mahlalela, the programme brought together aspiring and developing coaches from different football backgrounds, all united by one goal, improving their knowledge of the modern game and preparing themselves for higher levels of football coaching. Over the course of two months, participants took part in a balanced structure of weekday online learning sessions and practical weekend engagements, creating an environment that tested both discipline and commitment. According to the instructors, the journey was made easier by the outstanding attitude and cooperation shown by the coaches throughout the programme.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	Speaking on the overall experience of the course, the instructors highlighted the dedication displayed by the coaches, noting that attendance and participation levels remained impressive from start to finish. Whether during online theory classes or on-field practical sessions, participants consistently showed eagerness to learn, arriving in full numbers and actively engaging with every aspect of the programme. EFA Technical Director Boy Mkhonta described the course as productive and encouraging, emphasizing that the true reflection of the programme’s success will now be seen through the examination results and, more importantly, through how the coaches apply their knowledge within their respective football environments. While the instructors are confident that valuable lessons were shared throughout the programme, the final assessment scripts will ultimately reveal how much information was absorbed and understood by the coaches.
	Meanwhile, anticipation continues to build around the long-awaited return of the prestigious CAF Licence Coaching Courses, which the EFA has revealed are gradually being prepared for a comeback after a lengthy absence. The return of CAF-accredited coaching programmes is expected to mark another major milestone for football development in Eswatini,
	opening doors for local coaches to obtain internationally recognized qualifications and further strengthen the country’s football landscape.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	The Eswatini Football Association’s mission to develop football, through education and technical empowerment, in as far as coaching is concerned, gained momentum following the successful conclusion of the EFA Basic Coaching Course, which officially came to an end on Sunday, 24 May 2026.
	The course, which commenced on the 1st of March 2026, was designed to equip aspiring coaches with foundational football coaching knowledge and practical skills, while also creating opportunities for more emaSwati to become actively involved in football development. Over a demanding two-month period, participants underwent structured learning sessions that combined weekday online theory classes with practicals training sessions and classes on weekends, which ensured a balanced and comprehensive coaching education experience. Much like the recently concluded Intermediate Coaching Course, the Basic Coaching programme focused on both theoretical understanding and practical application, helping participants develop confidence in handling players, planning training sessions, and understanding the modern demands of football coaching.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :

	The final stages of the course tested the coaches across different areas of learning. The examination process began on the 16th of May with oral assessments involving all 48 participating coaches, allowing instructors to evaluate their communication, football understanding, and coaching awareness. This was followed by practical examinations on the 23rd of May, where participants were assessed on their ability to conduct and manage training sessions on the field. The programme officially concluded on the 24th of May with the final theory examination, marking the end of an intensive but
	rewarding journey for the aspiring coaches. Throughout the duration of the course, the programme was led by EFA Instructors Musa Mamba and James Kunene, who guided participants through every stage of the learning process. Speaking at the conclusion of the course, many of the coaches expressed gratitude to the instructors for their patience, professionalism, and dedication, highlighting that they made learning easier and more enjoyable despite the demanding nature of the programme. The participants confidently expressed optimism about their performances in the examinations, stating that the quality of instruction had prepared them well for success.
	Instructor Musa Mamba also commended the aspiring coaches for their discipline, commitment, and cooperation throughout the entire programme. He praised the participants for maintaining strong attendance and positive attitudes from the very first day until the final examination, emphasizing that such dedication is essential for the continued growth of football coaching in Eswatini.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	The ongoing FIFAe Nations League is gaining momentum following the conclusion of Week 1 matches. “Consistency points” are currently the focus, as they are vital for securing automatic qualification to the Continental Championship. The top five national teams based on aggregate consistency rankings,along with the top three performers from Week 1 to Week 3,will qualify for the championship.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
	follow us on :
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	BEYOND THE WHISTLE
	My rise in refereeing is a story built on nothing but discipline, sacrifice, passion
	and an unwavering love for the beautiful game.
	Being appointed to officiate the prestigious SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Final 2026 was not only one of the proudest moments of my career, but also a defining milestone in my journey as a referee. Officiating in the middle of such a high-profile encounter
	,in front of Their Majesties and thousands of passionate supporters, was both humbling and inspiring. It was a moment that reminded me that hard work, consistency, and dedication never go unnoticed.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	With such a big occasion came immense pressure. The SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup Final is one of the biggest football spectacles in Eswatini, a stage where emotions run high and every decision matters. But as I stepped onto the field, I reminded myself to remain calm, focused, and trust the
	experince that I had gained over the years. Officiating a match of that magnitude gave me confidence and strengthened my belief that I am capable of competing at even higher levels in football officiating. It was more than just another assignment ,it was confirmation that indeed only the sky is the limit.
	My love for refereeing began at a very young age while I was still a football player. Growing up in the game, I was inspired by senior referees who carried themselves with professionalism, confidence, and authority. Watching how they controlled matches and earned respect from players and supporters made me realize that
	refereeing was not simply about blowing a whistle, but about protecting the integrity of the game itself. I understood that even if I was not on the pitch as a player, I could still contribute to football in a very important and meaningful way.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	Like every referee, the journey has not always
	been easy. One of the hardest parts of officiating is dealing with criticism after difficult decisions, especially because many people do
	not fully understand the pressure referees face during a match. Football moves quickly, and referees are expected to make major decisions within seconds, often under intense scrutiny from players, coaches, fans, and the media. What many people forget is that referees are human beings too. Mistakes can happen, just as they do with players and coaches. However, I have learned that pressure and criticism are part of football, and instead of allowing negativity to discourage me, I choose to learn from every match and continue improving myself.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	Beyond football, I see myself as a humble, disciplined and hardwork-
	-ing individual who values family, respect, and personal growth. Those values have shaped the person I am today and continue to guide me both on and off the field. I believe that success is not only about talent, but also about character, consistency, and the willingness to keep learning.
	Refereeing also comes with many sacrifices. It demands discipline, physical fitness, constant training, and continuous study of the Laws of the Game. There are times when I have to spend long hours away from family and loved ones in order to
	prepare for matches or attend training sessions. But despite the sacrifices, my passion for football keeps me motivated every single day. What drives me the most is the dream of
	representing Eswatini at the highest level possible and proving that referees from our country can officiate on the international stage.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
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	Looking ahead, I see myself officiating regularly at international level within the next five years, while also helping mentor and inspire
	journey, but for those who truly love football, it is one of the most rewarding paths you can take.
	My biggest dream is to officiate at major international tournaments such as the Africa Cup of Nations and ultimately the FIFA World Cup; To one day stand on those stages would mean everything to me. It would be proof that dedication, sacrifice, patience, and perseverance truly pay off.
	However, I know there is still room for growth. I will continue working on improving areas such as communication, match management, and maintaining consistency in high-pressure situations because excellence in refereeing is a continuous process.
	THANK YOU

	young referees who want to grow in the profession. I want to contribute not only to my own development, but also to the growth of refereeing in Eswatini. Our country has talented officials with great potential, and I believe the future of refereeing in Eswatini is very bright.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	Outstanding individual performances continued to light up Eswatini football during the month of April, as two exceptional players were recognized for their consistency, impact, and brilliance on the field after being crowned the MTN Premier League and Mulasport National First Division Players of the Month.
	In the MTN Premier League, Siyabonga Mkhonto of Mbabane Highlanders F.C. emerged as the standout performer, earning the prestigious April Player of the Month accolade following a string of influential performances that played a major role in his club’s impressive run during the period. Renowned for his technical ability, composure on the ball, and attacking influence, Siyabonga consistently delivered match-winning displays that made him one of the most exciting players to watch throughout the month. To further cement his remarkable month, the talented midfielder also walked away with the MTN PLE Fans’ Player of the Month Award ,a special recognition voted for directly by supporters through the MTN PLE Fanbox platform.
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	The curtains officially came down on another exciting MTN Premier League season on the 24th of May 2026, with Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C. once again emerging as champions after successfully defending their league title in a remarkable fashion.
	The triumph marked yet another historic achievement for the club, as the champions completed an impress-
	across multiple competitions. Earlier
	in the season, Nsingizini
	Hotspurs F.C. lifted the prestigioud 8bet
	Trade Fair Cup before continuing their silverware success by conquering the SMVAF Ingwenyama Cup. Their MTN Premier League triumph now crowns a memorable season that will undoubtedly go down as one of the club’s finest achievements.
	The Eswatini football fraternity extends heartfelt congratulations to Nsingizini Hotspurs F.C. for their consistency, determination, and outstanding performances throughout the season. Their success reflects the hard work of the players, technical team, management, and supporters who played an important role in the club’s remarkable journey.
	Special appreciation is also extended to MTN Eswatini for their continued support and commitment toward the development and growth of football in the Kingdom. Through their sponsorship of the MTN Premier League, the competition has continued to provide exciting football entertainment while contributing significantly to the advancement of the local game.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
	info@nfas.org.sz
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	The successful completion of the 2025/26 season would not have been possible without the cooperation and dedication shown by all Football stakeholders. Their collective efforts ensured another memorable and competitive football season filled with passion, talent, and unforgettable moments.
	As one chapter closes, attention will soon begin shifting toward preparations for the next campaign, with hopes of building on the continued growth and progress of Eswatini football both on and off the pitch.
	Sigwaca House, Mbabane, Eswatini
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	UNTIL NEXT TIME
	LIVING THE FOOTBALL SPIRIT AND OUR PRIDE

	www.http://nfas.org.sz
	@EFA/official_efa

